
August 1999 California FS-46

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

FACT SHEETNATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CUCAMONGA BROME
Bromus carinatus (Bromus from the Greek name for oats, broma, meaning food;
 carinatus means having a keel.)

Why it Was Chosen to Reseed Wildfire Burned Areas:

• Cucamonga brome is a fast establishing, annual grass that performs well on
drastically disturbed areas and droughty soils.

• Early maturity and excellent seedling vigor provide initial erosion control
cover.

• Like other grasses, its fibrous root system effectively stabilizes soils.

• This variety is native to southern California.

How Much to Use:

Where erosion control is critical, heavier seeding rates of 15 pounds per acre can
be used. For a 10,000 square foot area, use 3.5 pounds.

On wildfire burn areas, a seeding rate of 10 pounds per acre gives an adequate
erosion cover. For a 10,000 square foot area, use 2.3 pounds.

In seed mixes, the rate can be cut in half (5 pounds per acre) to reduce initial competition with other species. For a 10,000
square foot area, use 1.2 pounds.

Other Uses in California:

Cucamonga brome has been successfully used as a cover crop in orchards and vineyards, especially where an early
maturing, reseeding annual is required.

Background:

This species was originally collected near Cucamonga, California, San Bernardino county in 1939 by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service. More recently, there has been a dispute about the scientific name of Cucamonga. It has recently been con-
firmed that it is Bromus carinatus and not Bromus arizonicus that has been suggested because of its annual nature.

Insights for Homeowners:

This is an annual plant that turns brown in the summer after it matures. It can be mowed to reduce the fire hazard and will
reseed itself until other plants take over the site.

A fast, winter growing native grass
that grows 20 inches or more with
drooping leaves and seedheads.

What it Looks Like


